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Smoke destroys house

Candle results in $10,000 worth of smoke damage in home passed down for 10 years

6 removed
from MRD
Drumline
Several drummers
reportedly booted after
public sexual act
Six members of the JMU Marching Royal Dukes Drumline have been
kicked out of the group, allegedly for
participating in a masturbation contest on a charter bus.
According to an anonymous MRD
member who wasn’t involved in the
incident, the Drumline members were
on a bus on the way back from a Sept.
29 exhibition at a high school.
MRD Band Director Scott Rikkers
wouldn’t give exact details about the
incident but said this violates the MRD
code of conduct and that he has dealt
with the incident in house. Rikkers has
said he’s amenable to discussing the
case later today.
The six members were also reported to Judicial Affairs, where a decision
was made. The decision, as of now, is
unknown.
— staff report

Rumors of
Quad cat
death untrue

By Alison Parker
The Breeze

Several students are temporarily without a home after smoke
from a fire damaged nearly $10,000 worth of their house.
An unattended candle in a bedroom caused a fire in the Madison Project House at 537 S. Mason Street, according to Battalion
Chief Jeff Morris of the Harrisonburg Fire Department. Resident Jake
Ashton said it looks like a lot of the house, which has been passed
down for about a decade, will need new flooring and new ceilings.
“The whole bedroom was destroyed, nothing really salvageable
except a Fender guitar that somehow survived it,” Ashton said. “The
whole room was black. The water pres“The whole
sure took out the ceiling. The smoke was
so hot, it melted the TV.”
bedroom was
The fire was contained in one of the
destroyed ... The corners of the room, but it was the smoke
did the most damage.
whole room was thatAround
8:30 a.m. Saturday, Ashton,
black. The water Isaac Trice and Brad Rotz awoke to the
smell of smoke.
pressure took
“I was getting up to start my training
out the ceiling.
for a new job I got,” said Ashton, a senior
who isn’t in the Madison Project but who
The smoke
lives in the house. “I was half asleep and
was so hot, it
smelled something burning.”
Ashton then noticed smoke coming
melted the TV.”
into his room.
“I saw the whole hallway filled up with
Jake Ashton
smoke,”
Ashton said. “I started yelling,
Madison Project
‘Fire!’ I was trying to find Isaac and Brad.
House resident
I didn’t know where they were.”
Ashton ran downstairs through the
smoke to find Trice and Rotz asleep in
the downstairs living room. They were driving some friends Friday
evening and didn’t return to the house until early Saturday morning around 3 a.m.
“We ran upstairs to see where the fire was coming from,” Ashton
said. “You couldn’t see anything. The smoke was so thick that there
was no way they were going to get anything out of there without
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TOP Brad Rotz, a junior interdisciplinary studies major, tries to salvage
some of his belongings in his room after a fire in the Madison Project
House. BOTTOM Smoke was responsible for the majority of the damage on
the second floor. Walls, doors and ceilings are now covered in black soot.

hurting themselves.”
Rotz, a junior Madison Project member, is currently moving into
the room that caught on fire for the spring semester since another
housemate is moving out.
“I just sat on the stairs and used the light on my phone and looked
under the door,” Rotz said. “There were only four inches at the bottom of the room that I could see, and then I saw what used to be
a couch.”
Within a couple of minutes, Trice had called 911, and
the rest made sure all the doors were shut and ran outside.
see Fire, page A6

Senior to cycle cross-country to spread cancer awareness
Biology major will embark on 3,000-mile trek after working with children battling aggressive disease

Several sources falsely said that
Jimmy, one of the popular JMU Quad
cats, was killed by a bus Saturday.

Claims circulating throughout
social media about the death of one
of the Quad cats are untrue, according to caretakers.
Throughout Sunday afternoon,
reports on Twitter and Facebook
rumored that one of the signature
black cats living on the JMU campus
had died after being hit by a bus.
Both cats are alive and well, says
Jane Dinsmore. Dinsmore, one of four
official caregivers for cats Dolley and
Jimmy, confirmed the health of both
cats, and that she had seen both on
Sunday morning.
Though these rumors are untrue,
Jimmy did suffer an injury last month.
Handlers had difficulty capturing the
wild cat to provide medical attention,
and they’re not sure what caused the
injury, Dinsmore said.
Since then, Jimmy has made a full
recovery, but Dinsmore is encouraging students to bring him tuna and
cat treats to supplement his regular
meals.
— staff report

By Jeff Wade
The Breeze

“Everyone that I’ve talked to thinks
I’m nuts,” senior Navid Attayan says
before rattling off a series of doubts
hurled at him at in quick succession.
“This is not possible; this is crazy;
are you doing this for real; are you
serious?”
These are just some of the responses the biology major faced after
launching ProJeKT 3000 in October,
an eight week, coast-to-coast bike
ride this summer to raise awareness
of neuroblastoma, an aggressive
childhood cancer.
Neuroblastoma accounts for
15 percent of all deaths caused by
pediatric cancer. Almost half of all
cases affect children under the age
of 2. Roughly 700 reported cases are
reported every year in the U.S. alone.
“It’s rare, but not rare enough
that someone you know hasn’t been
impacted by it,” Attayan said.
Attayan first got involved in neuroblastoma research while working
at the National Institutes of Health
in Maryland this summer. There, he
was part of a team of 11 researchers
working on discovering new treatments for the disease by exploring

Matt Schmachtenberg / The Breeze

This summer, senior biology major Navid Attayan will bike from Virginia to California.
The lifelong biker plans to travel with more than a hundred pounds of equipment.

Neuroblastoma
n This aggressive childhood

cancer develops from
nerve tissue.
n It accounts for 15 percent of
deaths by pediatric cancer.
n Almost half the cases affect
children under the age of 2.

specific protein targets, with the goal
of increasing the effectiveness.
“In the lab you just focus on cells,”
Attayan said. “You don’t really see
that human contact.”
He gradually began working more
with the children and families suffering from the disease. Seeing children
going through multiple bouts of

radiation and chemotherapy and
watching their families suffer alongside them hit Attayan hard, especially
as the disease is largely resistant to
a majority of traditional cancer
treatments.
“It’s always one step ahead of what
our treatment can provide,” Attayan
said. “That’s why we need to continue
research and keep enhancing what we
have.”
It’s made worse by the fact that
many are born with neuroblastoma
and develop the disease while still
in the uterus of the mother. Attayan
said coming down with the diseases
is akin to being selected by a cruel
lottery.
“There’s nothing that they’ve done
in life,” he said. “Bad eating habits or
bad living habits — none of that stuff
contributes to their condition. This is
just a matter of probability.”
A lifelong biker, Attayan sought to
do something big to make a difference.
“I wanted the challenge, I wanted
something I can fight for,” he said. “I
don’t want it to be easy.”
Merely stating that Attayan is traveling across the county is a little
reductionist. Starting from his home
see Cycling, page B4
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introspection more than before. Balance
freedom with responsibility to make the
difference you’re intending. Romance and
social life captivates before June 25. Then
career builds to a new level.
SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Attend to career
goals today
and tomorrow. Anticipate
disagreement, and keep at it.
Stay out of the way.
SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Miracles could be
possible. Travel
is not a good idea, but do make
contact. Call upon experts. Finish
an old job.
CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Organize your
finances today and tomorrow.
You get a boost from friends and
your partner, who all want your
attention.
AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Consider all
possibilities,
and entertain
suggestions. It’s a good time to
ask for money.
PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)
There’s too much
work. Listen to
both sides of a
controversy. Allow the process to
unfold. Good news arrives.
ARIES
(March 21-April 19)
Listen to the
competition. You’ll
soon have time to relax. Study
the practical aspects, and come
up with a brilliant scheme. Ask
for more and get it.
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Have the party at
your house. Friends
help you make a solid connection.
The way you did it before won’t
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(May 21-June 20)
Your mood changes
dramatically. You’re
even smarter than
usual for the next few days. Use
imagination, not money.
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(June 21-July 22)
You’re entering a
two-day profitable
phase and can afford a home
upgrade. Get down to bare
essentials.
LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)
Expand your
resources. Life’s
easier and you’re
more confident for the next few
days. Entertain suggestions.
VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
You see your
creative path
clearly as you enter
an intuitive phase. Review plans.
Take a page from your partner’s
book.
LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
There’s a zinger in
your work environment. You may
have trouble getting through to
someone. Associates provide
deeper insight. Spend a little.
Limit travel for now.
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‘Bridging the gap’

Brian Prescott / the breeze

Students from a community development class gave city residents a tour of JMU on Saturday afternoon as a way to show Harrisonburg what the university has to offer to them.

Students create tour in hopes of easing JMU’s relationship with the community, Harrisonburg locals
By IJ Chan
The Breeze

Where they went

As the university expands, students are making more
efforts to pop the “JMU bubble.”
On Saturday afternoon, Nicole Evans, a fifth year public policy and administration major, Brett Tavel, Robert
Borge and Pratik Banjade organized JMU for Harrisonburg, a campus tour aimed at integrating JMU with the
Harrisonburg community.
They created the event as part of their community
development class in order to bring Harrisonburg and
JMU closer.
The event attracted seven Harrisonburg residents and
showed them what facilities JMU offers for public use. The
residents were also given free coupons and tickets to sporting events and performances at the Forbes Center for the
Performing Arts.
“Since JMU is expanding within the next five or 10 years,
we’re kind of taking over Harrisonburg in some sense,”
Evans said. “We really just want to bridge the gap between
JMU and Harrisonburg residents so we’re trying to show

n

n
n
n
n
n

The Forbes Center for the Performing Arts.
They were able to sit in on a rehearsal
for Holidayfest, a Christmas concert
put on by the JMU School of Music
The Quad,
Carrier Library,
UREC,
Bridgeforth Stadium
Dining halls before ending in
E-Hall, where they at dinner

them what kind of things they’re able to use.”
Evans said she hopes events like this would better the
relationship between JMU and Harrisonburg residents by
educating both groups about each other.
“We’re well aware that after Springfest [JMU’s reputation]

The cost
of change

is not great,” Evans said. “We know that JMU has made a
lot of effort to overcome — we just want to show the community that we’re trying to make the effort.”
Evans added that reaching out to the community first
is important, since JMU students might not know enough
about their neighbors to make a positive effect.
“I don’t think JMU students know enough about Harrisonburg,” Evans said. “We’re really hoping we get students
more in Harrisonburg — that they go somewhere other
than Walmart, and contribute to the local economy.”
Bonnie Downey, a Massanutten resident and ‘81 alumna, returned to JMU for Saturday’s tour to see how its
changed over the years.
Downey said that while she understands why the community might view JMU negatively, she thinks JMU is
headed in the right direction by increasing their engagement in the community.
“Unfortunately, with the events that have happened in
the past with students and police, it’s going to be difficult for
the community not to have that perception,” Downey said.
see madison, page A6

Talking up JMUTeach
Students in peer-learning program pitch their
spring-semester courses to gain class members

Officials review how much it would cost to
transition from Madison College to JMU in 1977
Every Monday, The Breeze will feature top stories from previous issues to celebrate its
90th anniversary, which was yesterday. Today’s feature is from an article in the July 1, 1977
issue. The author was Judy Stowt.
What will it cost? According to Dr.
Ray Sonner, vice president for Public Affairs, Madison’s metamorphosis
from a college to a university will be an
essentially inexpensive process.
The major alterations will involve
four large signs which border the outskirts of campus, according to Sonner.
“We are fortunate that the state is
widening Main Street, because the cost
of replacing the bluestone gate on Main
Street and the gate next to the hospital
will be included in the relocation costs,”
he said.
New “university” plates are being
made to go over the “college” plates on
the gate along Port Republic Road, and
the sign on I-81 is being repainted at the
campus sign shop, he said.
“Only a few other small signs such
as the one in front of the Health Center will require replacement,” he added.
Concerning the ordering of new
stationery, Sonner said most offices
re-order yearly, anyway. Any leftover
“Madison College” stationery will
not be discarded, but rather used for
on-campus, inter-departmental or
inter-office communication.
Also, there will be no change in uniforms for athletic teams until there is a
need for new ones, Sonner said.
“Many uniforms have the ‘Dukes’
insignia anyway,” he added.
The change in name will not affect
the salaries of either the faculty or the
classified workers on campus, Sonner
said.
Faculty salaries are determined by
the budget office in Richmond, Sonner
said and are based on an established
“peer-grouping” average. Classified
workers’ salaries are also set by the
state, he said, and apply to colleges and
universities alike.
The bookstore is the one place
where the change will be most evident,

Sonner said.
“The bookstore personnel have been
coordinating the change for over a year
now,” he said, adding, “What’s left of
the old materials will be carried over,
but only ‘university’ materials have
been ordered recently.”
The public affairs office also anticipates an impact from the name change,
Sonner said.
“Although we will have the same
general number of students, the same
facilities, the same programs, and
above all, the same mission,” he said,
“we do expect the university status to
bring changes.”
For example, public affairs will issue
more news releases and print more
brochures to attract more attention and
become better known throughout the
country, Sonner said.
Sonner believes the name change
will help the university.
“There may be a psychological
benefit,” he said. “Faculty members
may be more easily recruited to a
university than a college,” and “the university status may attract more student
applications.”
Many industries also look to hire students who graduate from an institution
with the special diversity of programs
that university status implies, Sonner
said.
Another positive point, he said, is
that with university status, our athletic
programs will be able to schedule more
games with Division I schools.
In addition, Sonner believes community pride will be increased by having a
university located in Harrisonburg.
No negative reactions to the name
change are foreseen, Sonner said, adding “No one has raised any really valid
criticism.”
“This institution deserves the
change,” he said.

By Eric graves
The Breeze

Students had 15 minutes to convince a room of about 30 students
that their topics are worth learning
about for an entire semester.
JMUTeach hosted the final “Duke
Talks” of the semester on Thursday
night. Four students, who will teach
a class on their speaking topics next
semester, lectured to students in an
effort to spark their interest. Topics
for the classes included diversity,
self-discovery, meditation and web
design.
Senior Stefan Peierls focused on
preparing students to be fearless in
connecting and opening up with
people while celebrating diversity
through his program “Diversunity.”
Peierls, a marketing major, said
he became interested in these ideas
because of his parents.
“It’s about people from different
backgrounds uniting together,” said
Peierls, a senior marketing major.
“You always have to know who you
are. We are a diverse university. We
can form relationships with other
people and learn. Then we can all
work together and be the change.”
Through JMUTeach, all juniors
and seniors are eligible to teach the
classes. The classes count toward a
UNST 101 elective credit for those
attending. Six courses will be offered
this spring.
Alejandra Buitrago, a sophomore SMAD major, said she likes

katie Gong / the breeze

TOP Stefan Peierls, a senior marketing major, spoke about his class that will
encourage students to celebrate diversity. BOTTOM Andrew Mortillo, a junior
psychology major, will teach a class about finding happiness and inspiring change.

the “Duke Talks” events because not
many universities do presentations
like these.
“Anyone at JMU can be inspired
and motivated enough to share what
they know, no matter how unofficial
or abstract,” Buitrago said. “They can
share their ideas with the JMU community, and that’s really cool.”
Buitrago thinks classes taught by
students would be a “notch above”
a traditional class. She believes that
students are more passionate about
their subject than most teachers and
are able to approach students better.
Andrew Mortillo, junior psychology major, also talked about life
lessons through the class he’ll teach
next semester titled “The Journey.”

“The Journey is a lifelong process
of self-discovery that’s important to
finding happiness through our own
self,” Mortillo said. “What’s most
meaningful to you? How can you
make an impact on the lives of others as they have done for you?”
Mortillo wants his students to
understand how much of an impact
they can make on someone’s life. He
believes everyone has the ability to
inspire others and change the world
for the better.
“I am by no means an expert,” Mortillo said. “But we all have our own
experiences. My purpose in life is to
inspire as many people as possible.
see talks, page A6
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madison | Students hope to
make campus tour an annual event
from page A5

“When JMU students become
part of mentorship-type programs or get an internship in
the area, that’s going to help
the image of the school.”
Downey’s husband, Mike,
also graduated from JMU, said
much of the community sees
JMU as a business.
“Well there has always
been the townie-campus dialogue or lack of one,” Mike
said. “That has always been
a topic of conversation, if
there’s a separation there, but
the community has to realize that what’s available with
resources, whether that’s variety of shopping and all that,
it’s based on the students that
JMU brings to town.”
Roy Norville, also of Massanutten, added that although
he thinks JMU should increase
its community involvement by
publicizing events, the community and school will never
fully integrate.
“I think there’s a lot that the

brian prescott / the breeze

Student Ambassador Kelly Sykes and local residents tour one of the
dance studios in the Forbes Center for Performing Arts on Saturday.

university could do to provide
outreach like open things up,
take things to different place,”
Norville said.
Downey said she appreciated learning about the
opportunities that JMU offers
to the public.
“Since other than a football game occasionally, we
don’t really come to campus,”
Downey said. “The tour really updates our knowledge in
terms of what’s available.”

Evans said she and her
fellow collaborators hope
their project will become an
annual event through other
organizations like Student
Greater Madison.
“ We ’ r e n o t j u s t t r y ing to take over their city,”
Eva n s sa i d . “ We rea l ly
hope that they see that we
suppor t Har r is onburg.”
Contact IJ Chan at
breezenews@gmail.com.

Fire | ‘Ceiling could have caved in’
from page A5

“We were terrified because
members of the Madison
Project always come by and
pass out here,” Rotz said. “We
thought someone might have
been on the top bunk in my
room.”
HFD responded and maintained the fire minutes later.
They entered the house and
put out the flames. Other firefighters climbed ladders to
break Rotz’s room windows to
release the smoke. But smoke
had already damaged most of
the stairwell, the second-floor
hallways, flooring and part of
the ceiling in Rotz’s room.
Rotz said neighbors saw
what was happening outside,
and offered the roommates hot
chocolate and muffins to comfort them.
The owner of the house
arrived at the scene shortly after the fire crews. Rather
than being upset, she was more
concerned about her tenants’
safety.
“It could have been a lot
worse,” Ashton said. “It could

Matt Schmachtenberg / the breeze

Brad Rotz’s TV melted during the fire from the high amount of smoke.

have been the whole house.
Brad and Isaac were under the
room that was burning. Had I
not woken up, who knows what
could have happened. The ceiling could have caved in.”
Ashton’s and Trice’s rooms
didn’t see much damage. But
the students won’t be able
to move back in for at least
another week when their utility services can be turned
back on. They’re staying with
friends in the meantime.
The owner told them to
contact their insurance companies about the situation. He

isn’t sure how much he’ll be
financially responsible for the
incident.
He added that the owner
and insurance officials will
come to the house sometime
today to assess the damage
and see if the house will need
to be torn down.
“My room is livable, but I’ll
just have to be patient,” Ashton
said. “I remember the owner
gave me a hug and just said,
‘Everything is going to be OK.’ ”
Contact Alison Parker at
breezenews@gmail.com.

talks | Student offers web class
from page A5

People think the little things
don’t add up or that they can’t
make a difference in someone’s
life. The truth is, it’s really not
that hard at all.”
Sara Jo Malinske, a senior
sociology major, hopes to reach
students through meditation in
her presentation, “Mindfulness
and Meditation.”
“This isn’t a traditional class;
it’s a conversation,” Malinske.
“You don’t have to sit there and
say ‘Om’ or anything. It’s a way
to gain patience and gratitude
while relieving stress.”
Malinske was introduced
to meditation after attending
a Buddhist thought class two
years ago. Since then she has
been meditating on a daily
basis.
“Anyone can grow from
meditation and understand
it,” Malinske said. “It’s really
affected my life and I count on
it to keep me calm, patient and
open.”
Matt Carnali, hopes to use

his expertise in web design to
help other students develop
their skills in his course “Web
Design and Academia.”
Carnali, a senior computer
information systems major,
is the founder of A&C Media
Consulting, a web design company whose websites include
a local BMW Dealership and
the JMU Kappa Alpha Order
website.
“Very few people in this
world are not on the Internet,”
Carnali, the senior computer
information systems major
said. “I want people to realize
that building a website isn’t
that complicated.”
Carnali began designing
websites around seven years
ago and started A&C two years
ago. He said JMU’s web design
classes are major specific and
largely unavailable to other
students.
Carnali said his class is
helpful because business and
the Internet are becoming
increasingly integrated.
“This class can be taken by

anyone and should be taken,”
Carnali said.
Matt Corbett, a senior media
arts and design major, attended the “Duke Talks” and thinks
they’re a good idea because
students have just as much to
offer as professors.
“I know each of the student teachers has to undergo
workshops and training like
normal teachers,” Corbett
said. “Technical certification
doesn’t mean anything as long
as they have the ability to teach
the class.”
Mortillo said one of the
ma i n att ra c t i o n s o f t h e
JMUTeach organization is that
it gives students the opportunity to do more than just learn.
“There are a lot of students
out there who are really passionate and knowledgeable,”
Mortillo said. “Since the ‘Duke
Talks’ events are about subjects students want to talk
about, it makes it better.”
Contact Eric Graves
gravesem@dukes.jmu.edu.
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men’s basketball (2-5)

BRady sits davis
Senior guard suspended indefinitely following concerns with effort in games and practice
By Stephen proffitt
and Chase Kiddy
The Breeze

JMU announced Saturday
before tipoff that redshirt senior
guard A.J. Davis has been suspended for a violation of team
standards.
“I met with him Thursday
morning and told him for right
now, we’re not going to practice or play in a game,” said head
coach Matt Brady. “I’m going
to meet with him again here in
the next 24 hours and we’ll have
another conversation and that’s
really as much as I’m going to talk
about that.”
When asked if Brady had an
idea on how long indefinite was,
he responded, “A lot of it comes
down to our conversation.”
Players directed all questions
to their coach.
“At the end of the day, you
have to take that up with coach
Brady,” said redshirt senior forward Rayshawn Goins after
Saturday’s win. “We can’t worry
about everything that’s going
on. We just gotta go with what
we got and get as many wins as
possible.”
After Saturday’s post-game
press conference, no players or
coaches were available for comment for the remainder of the
weekend.
“No further comment on the
suspension will be given by Brady
or other representative of the
JMU men’s basketball program,”
Saturday’s press release said.
Davis, a second team allColonial Athletic Association
selection, is averaging 5.8 points
per game, well behind his 15.9

per contest mark last season.
This season, Davis has played
105 minutes in six games, out of
a possible 240 minutes. But, his
minutes have steadily decreased
over the seven games played so
far this season, as he’s only seen
27 in his last three games (North
Dakota State-11, Miami (OH)-12,
and George Washington-4).
Brady has continually
expressed frustration with Davis’
attitude and lack of enthusiasm.
After just four minutes on the
court in a 54-53 loss to George
Washington last week, Brady
commented that he “didn’t think
he deserved to play more than
four minutes.”
“We didn’t have any communication, which I was looking for
at that point,” Brady continued.
“If there was a lack of communication, there wasn’t going to be
another opportunity to play.”
Sunday’s meeting between
Davis and Brady isn’t the first this
season. According to Brady, the
two also met at some point last
weekend, having a “frank discussion” on Davis’ positivity, among
other things.
Davis was the Dukes’ leading
scorer last year, averaging 15.9
points per game and 32.4 minutes per game, which was second
on the team behind 2012 graduate Humpty Hitchens. While he
hasn’t made quite the impact
he made last year, his suspension could hurt JMU depending
on how long he doesn’t play.As
a result, the temporary loss of
Davis may create an opportunity for other team members.
Brady has distributed minutes
fairly sporadically among his
bench, so multiple players may
see an increase in playing time
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Women’s
basketball (3-4)

Richmond
outruns JMU
Hislop scores 22 points
in Spiders’ road win
By Evan Nicely
contributing writer

Lauren GordoN / The BReeze

Senior guard A.J. Davis drives for a layup in an Oct. 28 exhibition against
Philadelphia University. Davis was suspended indefinitely on Saturday.

in Davis’ wake.
“The freshmen are pushing
our seniors,” Brady said. “They
should be able to compete for
even more minutes.”
Freshman guard Charles
Cooke may specifically be in
line for an increased role, as
Cooke and Davis are both 6’6”
two-guards. Davis played a

season-high 39 minutes in an
overtime loss to Duquesne on
Nov. 19; Cooke played a seasonlow five minutes. Since then,
Davis has played no more than
15 minutes in a game, and Cooke
has played no fewer than 25.
Contact Stephen
Proffitt and Chase Kiddy

Despite hanging around throughout the entire game, the JMU women’s
basketball team fell to the University of
Richmond 70-66 on Sunday.
The Spiders exposed the Dukes all
afternoon, and those defensive shortcomings eventually decided the game.
With two minutes left in regulation,
senior guard Rachael Bilney sank a
3-pointer that sparked a late 6-0 run.
Richmond retook the lead 66-61 and
would lead for the remainder of the
contest.
“We were not good,” said JMU
coach Kenny Brooks. “Richmond
scored at will, and they scored when
they wanted too.”
Senior point guard Tarik Hislop,
who was recently named ESPN’s
National Women’s Player of the Week,
continued her hot streak with a teamhigh 22 points.
“Hislop got 22, but I’ve also seen
her get 32,” said Richmond head coach
Michael Shafer. “I think we did a good
job of slowing her down.”
Despite her efforts, the Dukes only
led twice in the contest. They took
their second lead of the afternoon on
a layup by Hislop to go up 61-60 with
2:44 remaining in the game.
“Coach drew up the play during the
timeout and we executed it and my
teammates got the ball,” Hislop said.
Despite Hislop’s continued success
on Sunday, most of her teammates
couldn’t get going. Featured shooter
Kirby Burkholder finished the game
five of 17, including two of eight from
behind the arc. The team as a whole
shot 28.8 percent from the field.
Bilney, the Spider’s leading scorer
at 12.6 points per game, was held to 7
points on the night. But junior guard
Kristina King had a career-night
with 29 points on 10 of 19 shooting.
see BASKETBALL, page B2

Swimming (7-2)

‘Wolfpack’ wins at home

Swim and dive dominates in Senior Day double-dual meet

Lauren gordon /The BReeze

Sophomore Aimee Hooper competes during Saturday’s home meet. The Dukes won 15 of the 16 events.

By Carissa Wolkiewicz
and Gavin Holdgriewe
The Breeze

The swim and dive team defeated Radford
University and Mount Saint Mary’s University in a dominant effort in its only home meet
Saturday.
JMU won 15 of the 16 events in the meet.
The Dukes topped Radford 180-105 and Mount
Saint Mary’s 171.50-108.50. This improved the
team’s record to 7-2 on the season.
Three Dukes won two events apiece to
highlight the 10 different swimmers who won
individual events for JMU.
Sophomore Sin Hye Won took home the 100yard freestyle and 200-yard individual medley.
Junior Shannon Dubay won the 50-yard freestyle and the 200-yard breastroke. Senior
Kimberly Helfrich swept the diving competitions, winning the one and three meter dives.
“That was one of my goals because it was the
only home meet,” Helfrich said. “It’s a really
special day. I’m so proud of everybody and I’m
just excited.”
A sizable crowd showed up to support the
team as seniors Anna Sukso, Caroline Burns,
Andrea Criscuolo and Helfrich competed for
the last time in Harrisonburg.
They started their freshman year with 10
girls in their class on the team, and the four
remaining members take pride in making it
this far together.

Backstroke and freestyle swimmer Susko,
backstroke and freestyle swimmer Burns, butterfly and backstroke swimmer Criscuolo and
Helfrich make up the “wolfpack,” as they call
themselves.
All four have been a part of multiple recordsetting performances throughout their careers.
Susko is a JMU record-holder in the 200yard backstroke. Burns helped set the school
record in the 200-yard and 400-yard medley relay. Criscuolo holds JMU records in the
100-yard backstroke and 200-yard butterfly.
Helfrich holds the school record in both the
one and three-meter dives and became the
only JMU swimmer ever to go to the NCAA
Championships in 2011.
Helfrich wrote more history Saturday, setting the JMU record in the one-meter dive with
a score of 327.85, making the day a little more
sentimental for her.
Head coach Samantha Smith acknowledged
the impact that the seniors have on the team.
Criscuolo and Helfrich are co-captains.
“Leadership is the biggest thing,” Smith said.
“Some of it is vocal leadership and some of it
is actions or by seeing how they handle various situations, whether it’s practices or meets
or practices before meets or doing community
service events.”
Criscuolo isn’t just leaving the team; she’s
leaving her little sister as well. Melissa Criscuolo
see SWIMMING, page B2

>> Dukes
take down
EAGLES
Freshman guard Charles Cooke
shoots over Winthrop’s
sophomore guard Derrick Henry
in Saturday’s 71-61 win. Get your
recap at breezejmu.org.
Becky sullivan / the breeze

B2   Monday, December 3, 2012

breezejmu.org SPORTS

basketball | JMU too ‘soft’

Swimming | Seniors serve as
role models for younger teammates
from page B1

Lauren Gordon / The Breeze

Senior point guard Tarik Hislop’s hot hand has helped the Dukes rebound from a disappointing start to
the season, but her team-high 22 points weren’t enough to beat the Richmond Spiders on Sunday.
from page B1

Richmond women’s soccer
star and junior walk-on Becca
Wann poured in 21 of her own.
“For King, it’s a career night
for her with 29,” Brooks said.
“Look at Becca Wann — Becca
loves playing against us, she’s a
fantastic soccer player, and she
brought that mentality today
and outworked whoever was
guarding her.”
JMU, despite never being
down more than eight points in
the entire contest, consistently
found itself forcing shots and

trying to play catch up.
“We clawed our way back
into it and then we’re trying
to play what I call ‘hero’ basketball,” said Brooks. “Instead
of calming down and running
our stuff and executing, we’re
trying to score in five seconds.”
Despite poor shooting,
Brooks noted that sound
defense seemed to be the
Achilles heel of the team, and
it’s mainly due to a lack of
toughness.
“My theory is that at this
moment, as of Dec. 2nd,”
Brooks said. “We’re a soft

basketball team. Being a soft
basketball team is going to
allow other teams to have extra
possessions and allow other
teams to get the ball where they
need to get it. It’s not allowing
us to be the team we can possibly be.”
Hislop echoed her coach,
noting that “we need to get a
lot better defensively.”
The Dukes return to action
against Liberty on Dec. 4 at 7
p.m. in the Convocation Center.
Contact Evan Nicely at
nicelyej@dukes.jmu.edu.

is a sophomore butterfly swimmer who has been swimming
with Andrea since she was 6
years old.
“She’s an older sister and I
look up to her. It’s really, really sad,” Melissa said. “We did
our cheer and everything and
then right away the ceremony
started and I just looked at my
sister and my mom and dad
and I was tearing up. We invest
so much of our life into swimming and it’s just kind of like
the end for her.”
As a senior and one of
the captains, Andrea has to
assume a role as a model for
the younger swimmers.

“We invest so much
of our life into
swimming and it’s
just kind of like the
end for [Andrea
Criscuolo].”
Melissa Criscuolo
sophomore swimmer
and Andrea’s sister

“I always looked up to the
older girls and now that they’re
all gone and we’re the older
girls,” Andrea said. It’s kind of

Lauren Gordon / The Breeze

Sophomore Aimee Hooper competes in the 1000-yard freestyle at
Saturday’s senior day meet. She finished with a time of 10:25.41.

weird, but I like to take care of
everyone.”
For Swim for Santa, the
team’s charity event held in
conjunction with the meet,
they set up boxes to collect
canned food for less fortunate
people in the community. The
event was the idea of junior
swimmer Morgan Johnson.
“Since our season’s been
so busy and jam-packed with
practices and meets and stuff
it’s hard for us to get out and go
to a charity event, so it’s kind
of nice to get the best of both
worlds,” Susko said.
Saturday also marked the
team’s first meet covered by

the online video service MadiZONE on jmusports.com. The
coverage was provided live
and in HD.
The next meet for JMU
will be in Boca Raton, Fla.
against Miami (OH) University on Dec. 29. This will be
a test for the Dukes as Miami
(5-1) hasn’t recorded a single loss since October and
is coming off a first-place
finish in its last invitational meet at home on Nov. 30.
Contact Gavin
Holdgriewe and
Carissa Wolkiewicz at
breezesports@gmail.com.

Great food, Good cheer!
865 Port Republic Rd.

540-564-2674

Weekly Specials
Monday: 50 cent wings
Tuesday: Ladies night
Wednesday:$5 burger & fries Pub quiz night 9-11
Sunday: Irish Fish & Chips $9.95

Life

plan ahead.

Events calendar on page B4.
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movie review

Mediocre
mafia
Pitt’s performance
overshadowed by
sluggish script
By Jenny Claire Knight
The Breeze

courtesy of youtube

Rick Orebaugh (center, seated) spent 13 days on set in Richmond filming “Lincoln.” He appears in both trailers and got to sing to Daniel Day-Lewis.

Civil service

UREC maintenance manager lands speaking role as extra in Steven Spielberg’s ‘Lincoln’
By Jenny Claire Knight
The Breeze

brian prescott / the breeze

Rick Orebaugh also acted in “Gods and Generals” as an extra.

Many aspiring actors dream of being
in a Hollywood film, but for UREC
employee Rick Orebaugh, it’s already
happened twice.
Last year, Orebaugh, the UREC
maintenance manager, was cast in
a bit part in Steven Spielberg’s film
“Lincoln,” spending 13 days on set in
Richmond with about 1,500 extras.
The film, which came out Nov. 16
and stars Daniel Day-Lewis, Sally Field
and Tommy Lee Jones, follows President Abraham Lincoln as he struggles
to pass the 13th Amendment, ending

slavery in America.
“It was a fantastic experience,” said
Orebaugh, 56, who played a journalist during a House of Representatives
meeting. “Never a dull moment on set
and [I felt] so stoked to be there. There’s
something about being on the set and
being in Richmond. It just added more
fuel to the fire.”
To prepare, Orebaugh, who appears
in about four scenes, brushed up on
the Civil War time period and created
a detailed notebook about members
of the House of Representatives who
served at the time. He would also work

1. Rent a cabin

Get away for the weekend to
relieve holiday stress and enjoy the
scenery of the Shenandoah Valley.
Rent a cabin at Massanutten Resort,
spend the day outside hiking or stay
inside by the fire.
Cabins hold up to 15 people, with

Contact Jack Knetemann at
knetemjw@dukes.jmu.edu.

Contact Jenny Claire Knight
at knightjc@dukes.jmu.edu.

five bedrooms, three bathrooms
and one half bath for about $200
a night. A two bedroom-two
bathroom cabin for a group of 10
people is $185 a night.

Wal-Mart or CVS for less than $5 or
a small Christmas tree for less than
$15. Hang a wreath on your door to
welcome guests and get everyone
into the holiday spirit.

Santa and only buy for the person
whose name you draw. Agree on a
price limit and give everyone about
a week to shop.

2. Take a carriage ride

4. Dress to impress

If you’re starting to feel the
pressure of finals, relax by making
holiday treats for friends, neighbors
or hallmates. Look for ideas on
websites like Pinterest and Food
Network. Batches of cookies or
peppermint bark are also an
inexpensive way to make a lot of
gifts at once.

From 4 to 6 p.m. Friday night,
carriage rides will run throughout
downtown Harrisonburg. The rides
begin in front of the Massanutten
Regional Library and loop through
town. Tickets are $5 for adults and
$3 for children.

Be the worst dressed at this
weekend’s Christmas parties. The
Mercy House Thrift Store on South
High Street and Goodwill on East
Market Street and South Main
Street stock a variety of “ugly”
Christmas sweaters for about $1.

3. Deck the halls

5. Keep gift-giving simple

Decorate your dorm room or
apartment with holiday lights from

Instead of buying a present for
each of your friends, play Secret

6. Get domestic

Contact Bridget Condon at
condonbj@dukes.jmu.edu.

Album reviews

A look back: 2012’s music A-list

By Jack knetemann
The Breeze

The year is quickly coming to
a close, and while the holiday
consumerism is speeding up, music
releases are slowing down. Some
hotly anticipated releases are still to
come, especially from Outkast’s Big
Boi and Bruno Mars. For the most
part, though, the contenders for
2012’s Album of the Year are in.

“channel ORANGE”
by Frank Ocean

The first proper album by Frank
Ocean became an instant classic in
the most shocking of ways.
After years of behind-the-scenes
writing for singers like Justin
Bieber and Brandy, Ocean first
came to prominence in 2011 with
his mixtape’s hit “Novocane.” That
promising mixtape didn’t prepare
the music world for the doublewhammy Ocean released in July,
however.
First, Ocean posted an open letter
on his Tumblr describing how he
fell in love with another man at 19,
putting his reputation in the hip hop
world at risk. Second, only six days
later, “channel ORANGE” was finally
heard. To say Ocean exceeded his
expectations doesn’t even do justice;
the album is an R&B masterpiece. He
finds a way to fit social commentary

(“Sweet Life”), unrequited love (“Bad
Religion”), anti-drug messages
(“Pilot Jones”) and even his favorite
movie (the closer “Forrest Gump”)
into 55 minutes of drama.
The best part is, “channel
ORANGE” was only his first try; the
best may be yet to come.

“Bloom” by Beach House

Most modern bands like to
keep their audience interested by
changing sounds every album
or two. Baltimore’s Beach House
prefers to spend their career
perfecting one.
The aptly described dream-pop
duo have been pursuing the same
cloudy, swirling mixture of Victoria
Legrand’s vocals and keyboards
with Alex Scally’s electric guitar.
Most fans thought Beach House
reached their peak with 2010’s
“Teen Dream,” but with “Bloom”
they outdid themselves once again.
Legrand’s voice, like the music itself,
is both personable and mysterious.
The songs can breeze by, but also
invite extremely close listening.
Standout tracks “Myth” and “Other
People” balance the atmospheric
haze with thoughtful lyrics waiting to
poke through the smoke.

the platform to stretch out more than
he has with his past projects.
From fuzzed-out garage rock
(Sixteen Saltines” to boogie piano
(Hip (Eponymous) Poor Boy), he has
a blast going down whatever musical
avenue he sees fit. “Blunderbuss” is
joyful record, possibly because White
has been waiting to do such a loosely
themed record for a while. It may
not be as focused or dominant as
some of his past work, but this fresh
mixture of punk, folk, and country
presents plenty of tasty cracks to
explore.

“Blunderbuss” by
Jack White

“Port of Morrow”
by The Shins

White’s first solo record gives him

courtesy of mct campus

Jack White’s solo album “Blunderbuss” sold 138,000 copies in its first week.

No one has an ear for melody

‘R’ 97 min.
Starring Brad Pitt, James
Gandolfini, Richard Jenkins

quite like The Shins frontman James
Mercer.
“Port of Morrow” boasts some
of his best finds yet, especially the
constant hooks that propel “Simple
Song.” “Port of Morrow” isn’t as
immediately accessible as other
Shins albums, but this is due to
busier arrangements, not lack of
quality. Considering the band’s
usually simplistic indie-folk sound,
“Port of Morrow” is a wall of sound.
But after a couple of listens, the
album opens up to reveal the band’s
quintessential charm and Mercer’s
gift for storytelling.

see extra, page B4

How to kick off the holiday season, even in the midst of exam week

With just a week until finals and
three until Christmas, take some
time to celebrate the holidays with
activities as close as your dorm
kitchen or as far as a 20-minute
drive to Massanutten.

Killing Them Softly


At first glance, stars Brad
Pitt and Richard Jenkins (“The
Visitor”, “Six Feet Under”) give the
impression of a guaranteed hit
film. Instead, “Killing Them Softly”
ends up feeling more like an
underwhelming B movie. Besides
Jackie, many of the secondary
characters aren’t particularly
complex, and stereotypical roles
bore you. There’s absolutely
nothing exciting about this film.
It’s puzzling why such popular
actors would choose a film so
beneath their caliber.
Pitt is smooth as hardened
assassin Jackie. He doesn’t want
entanglements and only cares
about getting the job done and
getting paid. Pitt gives the film
his best and does what he can
with a limited script. It’s not a
memorable performance, but he
gets the job done.
James Gandolfini (“The
Sopranos”) doesn’t have to stretch
too much to play Mickey, another
mafia hitman hired by Jackie. He
plays the role convincingly, and
you pity his struggling character.
Jenkins is also comedic as the
mafia’s contact for Jackie with
a few solid one-liners. But both
actors feel underused by the end
of the movie though.
Subtlety isn’t a word this movie
understands. Along with the main
storyline is the idea of comparing
mafia work to a capitalistic
business. Set during the 2008
election, the film shows that even
the mob is affected by economic
downturn. It’s an intriguing idea
to portray the mafia as struggling
businessmen, albeit illegal ones.
Images and sound bites from
the 2008 political campaign
throughout the movie make this
metaphor obvious within the first
couple of minutes. But director
and screenwriter Andrew Dominik
pushes the metaphor constantly
as if questioning the audience’s
intelligence, almost to the point of
insulting.
Dominik, who directed Pitt in
the staggering 160-minute film
“The Assassination of Jesse James
by the Coward Robert Ford” has
learned to manage his time better.
But “Killing Them Softly” still feels
like it’s crawling along, though
it’s down to a tidy 97 minutes.
The dialogue is short and there’s
unnecessary dramatic pauses
between lines that is far from
profound.
Still, Dominik manages to
create a decent, gritty portrait
of the modern crime industry.
Dominik’s strength as a director
shines during a slow motion driveby shooting scene. As each bullet
fires, you can see the physical
impact it causes as the bullet goes
through glass, skin and bone. It’s
beautifully done.
Based on George V. Higgin’s
1974 novel “Cogan’s Trade,” the
film looks like it belongs there
instead of 2008. From the hair, the
cars and the sunglasses, Pitt and
Gandolfini in particular look like
70s movies rejects.
Despite strong acting, “Killing
Them Softly” ultimately misses
its target due to a slow, lackluster
script and in-your-face metaphors
add up to an offer you’ll want to
refuse.

Stressed? Give yourself a break
By Bridget Condon
The Breeze

Despite a cast of professional hit
men, “Killing Them Softly” misses
the target.
The film focuses on three
crooks, “Squirrel” (Vincent
Curatola), Frankie (Scoot
McNairy) and Russell (Ben
Mendelsohn), who decide to
hold up a mob-protected poker
game to make some quick cash.
The robbery is successful, but in
retaliation, the mafia hires hitman
Jackie (Brad Pitt) to make the
robbers pay.
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cycling | 55 miles per day
from front

town of Haymarket, Va. and
biking to San Diego, Calif. the
most direct route is roughly
2,500 miles. Attayan’s path
adds 500 miles, giving the
project its name. The planned
route is specifically chosen to
allow Attayan to speak at and
visit cancer treatment centers
and hospitals. It also forces him
to trek across the Grand Canyon and the Rocky Mountains.
Attayan isn’t too worried
about the dangers of the journey though.
“We are in America — not
some third world county,” Attayan said. “Most of the points
I’m going through are city to
city and town to town.”
He’s physically preparing
with weekly trips through the
Skyline Drive, starting at the
first mile marker and biking
all the way to the trail’s end
in Waynesboro. Attayan’s first
attempts through the trail took
about 11 hours, at an average
speed of 8.5 mph.
He’s down to between 9-to10 hours and up to an average
speed of around 9 mph, with
a goal of 10 mph — necessary
for the planed 55 miles per
day needed to make the cross
country trip in eight weeks.
Attayan is raising money
for this trip through online

crowdsourcing site GoFundMe. From the 17 people that
have donated so far, he’s raised
more than a thousand dollars.
The current goal is to raise
$15,000 for families of children
suffering from neuroblastoma.
Attayan keeps regularly
updated Facebook and YouTube accounts specifically for
his trip. Early videos feature
him steadily relaying his mission statement, while more
recent videos depict his workouts. Attayan has been holding
awareness drives on campus
and has close to 2,000 “likes”
on the ProJeKT 3000 Facebook
page.
Marlena Daly, president of
the American Medical Student Association has pledged
her own support as well as her
organization’s.
“It is rare to find someone
this passionate to go through
such lengths to do a project as
large as this alone,” Daly said.
Support from AMSA means
allowing Attayan to interact
with other members in the
group.
Bahamin Amini, a graduate student at Georgetown
University and Attayan’s cousin, is also lending a hand. At
Georgetown, he’s held focus
groups to find ways to market
and promote the project. They
got the idea for an awareness

How to help
“Like” ProJeKT
3000 on Facebook
Donate at
gofundme.com/
projekt3k

day for Attayan to get face-toface people to educate about
the disease.
“Navid has a spark and
a cause coupled with firm
resolve that makes him capable
of doing something extraordinary,” Amini said.
Amini notes that online traffic for ProJeKT 3000 has logged
visitors from countries like
Spain, the U.K., Greece, Italy,
Russia, South Africa, Kenya,
Ghana, Japan, Canada and
Ireland.
“ Bu i l d i n g s u p p o r t i s
extremely challenging,” Amini
said, “but this project has
already reached many hearts.”
Attayan is surprised by the
response.
“I was shocked at how well
people have responded,” he
said. “There are so many people I don’t even know going
above and beyond.”
Contact Jeff Wade at
breezepress@gmail.com.

GW COLLEGE OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES
WASHINGTON, DC

extra | Had UREC staff premiere
from page B3

props like newspapers or hats
into his performance.
“You want to place yourself
properly,” said Orebaugh, who
always took a minute before a
scene started to think about
how his character would have
felt. “No looking at the camera
unless you’re asked to. Most
days, we had general instructions, but everyone can act
differently. I wanted to give
them a lot of different ideas to
use.”
Orebaugh was able to interact with many of the film’s stars,
including Daniel Day-Lewis.
“I sang to Daniel Day-Lewis
the ‘Father Abraham’ song in
the movie and they used that
in the final cut,” Orebaugh said.
He also worked briefly with
Sally Field and Tommy Lee
Jones. For Orebaugh, though,
the best part of being an extra
was watching Spielberg work.
“What a nice man,” Orebaugh said. “His leadership
earns your love and respect.
Spielberg talked to me a lot in
a directing sense, but I didn’t
talk to him.”
“Lincoln” isn’t Orebaugh’s
first experience as an extra. He
also acted in “Gods and Generals,” another Civil War film.
Orebaugh learned about the
extras casting through several
sources, but said the Virginia Film Office has a website
listing current and future openings for casting and contact

information for each.
While filming, Orebaugh
would leave his home in Augusta County at 2:30 a.m. to drive
to Richmond. There, he caught
a bus to the set so he could
make his 4:30 a.m. call time.

“Being on set longer
this time inspired
me. That’s the best
part about being on
set — you’re always
going to learn.”
Rick Orebaugh
UREC maintenance
manager

Some days, he barely time
had to eat breakfast before
rushing off to get his hair, make
up and costume ready.
Donnie Mix, the equipment manager at UREC who’s
worked with Orebaugh for
more than 15 years, said Orebaugh’s passion for acting
wasn’t a surprise. The two have
bonded over their mutual love
of music and the arts.
“He’s always talked about
movies and the Civil War era,”
Mix said.
Though Orebaugh wasn’t
invited to the Hollywood premiere, about 13 UREC staff
members created their own
premiere, taking Orebaugh to
see the film.

“He showed up in a suit,
and we took a picture after the
movie in front of the movie
poster,” Mix said. “It was a really neat thing to experience and
to be able to encourage him.”
Bob Golson, Orebaugh’s
supervisor, emphasized the
importance of supporting his
employees.
“It was a neat experience for
me and the staff,” Golson said.
“We got to see him in three-tofour scenes, where we didn’t in
‘Gods and Generals.’ ”
Orebaugh encourages other
aspiring actors to get started as
an extra to build a résumé.
“Anyone can be background,”
Orebaugh said. “Everyone has
an equal opportunity. If you’re
not picked on a movie, maybe
you weren’t a right fit. The
experience is priceless. I don’t
have better words.”
Though Orebaugh, whose
idols include John Wayne,
Humphrey Bogart and Audrey
Hepburn, considers himself
an aspiring actor, he isn’t in a
big hurry to break into show
business.
Working as an extra “fits into
my life and schedule,” Orebaugh said. “I’d like to do one
movie every other year eventually. Being on set longer this
time inspired me. That’s the
best part about being on set —
you’re always going to learn.”
Contact Jenny Claire
Knight at knightjc@
dukes.jmu.edu.

Master’s Degree

Molecular
Biotechnology
Prepare for today’s hottest jobs in
biotechnology and pharmaceuticals.
• located in the heart of one of the
nation’s most dynamic science and
technology regions
• achieve a successful career in the
sciences without pursuing a Ph.D.
• gain a solid foundation in both
science and business education
• Pursue challenging internships
Receive the Molecular Biotechnology
Professional Science Master’s degree
in less than two years.
• Build on basic principles of molecular
biotechnology and create innovative
technologies and products

More Information
202.973.1130
www.nearyou.gwu.edu/mmb

MORE PLAY.
LESS PAY.

• integrate scientific and technical
expertise
with preferred business practices
• Develop specialized teamwork and
leadership skills
www.nearyou.gwu.edu/mmb
For a list of all gW graduate programs,
visit www.gwu.edu/gradapply.

CLOSE TO CAMPUS—CITY BUS ROUTE + LEATHER-STYLE FURNITURE

INDIVIDUAL LEASES + PRIVATE BEDROOMS + WASHER & DRYER INCLUDED

STONEGATEHOUSING.COM • 540.442.4496 • 1820 PUTTER COURT
38139

The GeorGe WashinGTon UniversiTy is an eqUal opporTUniTy/
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Beware of ‘Monster’ Energy drinks
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Android slices Apple
Samsung’s devices more innovative than iPhone
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In the aftermath of 18 deaths, legislators are demanding caffeine regulation
With finals coming up, and all of
the papers and projects due, you’ve
probably spent more than a few
nights falling asleep over a textbook.
And what do we turn to when
we have to get through an entire
syllabus’s worth of reading by the next
morning? Caffeine.
Coffee, soda, tea, energy drinks
— we buy them one after the other.
But when you’re looking for some
help staying up those extra hours, be
careful what you drink.
Energy drinks are one of the first
things people turn to, and it’s no
wonder why. They’re available in
vending machines, at Mr. Chips,
Jemmy’s Corner Market and every
gas station around campus, and
they pack the most caffeine into the
smallest package. But they can do
this because they market themselves
as dietary supplements, so they
aren’t bound by the Food and Drug
Administration’s regulations. Where
sodas, like Mountain Dew, are only
allowed  mg of caffeine per 
ounces, energy drinks can pump
as much as they want into a small
amount, according to Newsday.
If you’re not paying attention to

DARTS

how much you consume, caffeine
can be more dangerous than you
think. Monster has been linked to five
deaths, while -hour Energy drinks
have been linked to  deaths and 
hospitalizations, all within the past
four years.
These deaths have prompted an
investigation by the FDA to determine
whether they’re dangerous enough to
need further regulation and attracted
the attention of Congress. In a Nov.
 letter sent to FDA Commissioner
Margaret Hamburg, Connecticut
Senator Richard Blumenthal writes,
“Over the past year, there has been
alarming evidence that energy drinks
pose a potential threat to the public’s
health. It is necessary for the FDA to
take immediate action to address a
serious public health issue.”
But do they need regulation, or do
we just need to start paying better
attention?
In general, we all expect that we
aren’t being sold anything harmful.
I really enjoy being able to go to the
store and come back in with the
confidence that when I open a bag of
chips, it won’t contain anything worse
than salt and saturated fats. But at the

PATS

same time, it’s our responsibility to
pay attention to what we’re putting in
our mouths.
If I scarfed down  bags of
chips, no one would be particularly
sympathetic if I complained about
the results.
The advertisers aren’t particularly
helpful about this, either. The
Monster website has plenty of
information about the bands and
athletes they’re sponsoring, but not
any actual nutrition facts. One can
of Monster is two servings, but since
they don’t have to follow regulations,
the company is able to boast “mg
of caffeine per serving” as if there is
only one.
I’m not saying you should abandon
the caffeine and rely on nothing but
healthy eating, B supplements
and a full night’s sleep to keep you
going. Let’s be realistic here. But
it is important to take all things in
moderation. So, read the labels and
pay attention to exactly what you’re
drinking. It could save your life.
Caroline Kelly is a senior English
major. Contact Caroline at
kellyce@dukes.jmu.edu.

being over in four days.
From a Duke abroad who will
miss the view but can’t wait to
see those Virginia mountains.

Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.

Submit Darts & Pats at breezejmu.org

A “why-so-hot-and-energywasteful?” dart to JMU
Facilities Management for
keeping classroom temperatures
ridiculously high during cold
weather.
From a faculty member and
her students who dress for
cold weather and then suffer
throughout the day in hot, stuffy
classrooms.
A “way-to-be-strong” pat to
the two guys assaulted at Food
Lion this month.
From a student who thinks
if gang members were really so
“tough” they would be fighting
-against-, not--against-.
A “get-your-facts-straight”
dart to the Thanksgiving couch
potato who was too lazy to look
up library hours.
From a girl who knows that
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MSC 6805 G1
Anthony-Seeger Hall
Harrisonburg, VA 22807
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Carrier was open on Sunday
because she was there.
A “you’re-taking-food-offmy-family’s-table” dart to
those students I see taking
backpacks full of food out of the
dining halls.
From a Dining Services
employee whose hours are being
cut because of high food costs.
An “it’s-never-too-earlyfor-Christmas-cheer” pat to
the mysterious male carolers in
Copper Beech for serenading us
with ‘Grandma Got Run Over by
a Reindeer’ at : a.m.
From two girls who spent six
hours working on a lab report
before you knocked on our door.
A big “allorraaaa” pat to my
beautiful Tuscan semester for

The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions
through letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 250
words. Guest columns must be no more than 650 words.
The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and
if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. The Breeze assumes
the rights to any published work. Opinions expressed in this page, with the
exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.
Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail
and must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current
student (or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable) and place
of residence if author is not a JMU student.

A “tis-a-blessed-day” pat
to my early modern drama
professor for extending our
project deadline.
From a struggling student who
might actually get some sleep this
week.
A “take-down-PAT” pat to the
Disney Channel for playing the
movie “Smart House” on Friday
night.
From a girl who needed some
nostalgia.
A “you’re-getting-old” pat
to The Breeze for turning  on
Sunday.
From the production team.
A “thanks-for-making-myday” pat to the driver of Bus 
who always has something nice
to say.
From a student who enjoys
your company and kind words.
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The greatest debate of the st
century is not about the economy,
healthcare, or civil rights but rather
the question of whether we should
get an Android or an iPhone. With
Christmas just around the corner,
the debate has once again reached
a peak.
Samsung announced on Nov.
 that the company shipped
more than  million Galaxy Note II
smartphones within two months
of releasing the device, according
to Information Week Mobility.
Currently, the Samsung Galaxy III
is the best-selling smartphone in
the United States, selling  million
units worldwide compared to .
million for the iPhone S, according
to an article from CNN.
Honestly, this doesn’t surprise
me. Apple makes good computers,
but the iPhone just doesn’t cut it.
Everything is too small: the keys,
the apps, the screen. Plus, it’s really
expensive and not everyone has an
extra $ lying around to spend on
a phone.
Personally, I have the Droid
Incredible II and it’s so much easier
to navigate and personalize. The
only way to customize an iPhone
is to jailbreak it, which takes hours
and experience with coding. Plus,
the Droid is much cheaper and is
much sturdier than an iPhone.
Android products, in general,
have more user-friendly features:
bigger screens, longer battery life,
the ability to surf the net while
talking on the phone, texting and
watching video at the same time
and better camera lenses. They are
widely accepted as a better choice
for tech-oriented users while Apple
products are more “artsy.”

It seems like companies like
Samsung are coming out with
new ideas and new phones every
six months, where Apple has
continuously “updated” its old
devices without really changing
anything.
A new retina display was added
to the Macbook Pro, the iPhone  is
only slightly bigger than the iPhone
S and the iPod touch now runs on
iOS  software, which is supposedly
“engineered for maximum funness.”
Big whoop. Windows  is
introducing a new era of PCs: A
screen that flips around and turns
into a tablet, keyboards that click into
place and a built-in stand.
Apple won a lawsuit against
Samsung in August after claiming
that its ideas had been stolen. In
response, Samsung released a
statement on Aug.  saying, “It will
lead to fewer choices, less innovation,
and potentially higher prices. It is
unfortunate that patent law can be
manipulated to give one company
a monopoly over... technology that
is being improved every day by
Samsung and other companies.”
The company has filed an appeal.
Apple needs to step up its game
and stop depending on “fan boys”
to buy everything just because it
has the Apple logo on it. Give us
something worth waiting four hours
in line for. Give us a new product,
not just an old one with the
headphone jack in a different place.
Until then, Android will always be
my first choice.
Kelsey Wadsworth is a
senior communications
major. Contact Kelsey at
wadswoka@dukes.jmu.edu.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Extra pounds could cause
hefty tax in the future
If you can “pinch an inch” now,
you may have to pinch pennies
later.
By , an estimated  percent
of American adults will be obese,
according to a survey conducted at
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School
of Public Health in , and some
government officials are now going
as far as to suggest an extra tax for
anyone in that bracket.
The Federal and State
governments are implementing
 major legal themes to combat
U.S. obesity, including the use of
incentives to encourage healthier
behaviors, restriction of access
to unhealthy foods, control of
marketing and advertising and
requirements to improve food
quality, diversity or availability,
according to an article from the
National Center for Biotechnology
Information.
Many states, like California
and Florida, have already taken
principled strides in battling this
detrimental disease. California’s
hefty . percent sales tax on soft
drinks is a blatant tool to discourage
unhealthy behavior that generates

about $ million annually,
according to an article from the
American Journal for Public Health.
As initiatives to eliminate
smoking have been successful,
it’s productive to contemplate
the benefits healthy-lifestyle
projects may bring. The Guide to
Community Preventive Services
indicates that tobacco consumption
declines an average of  percent for
every  percent increase in price.
Though many would argue
that it’s not the government’s
responsibility to monitor personal
choices, like what we eat or drink,
when an issue begins to affect
the nation as a whole, it’s time for
the government to step in from a
national level.
Much like parents blowing
second-hand smoke in their child’s
face, daily trips to McDonalds for a
double cheeseburger and fries are
harmful to child and adolescent
health and development — and sets
them up to cost the government
more money in the future. With an
economy already spiraling out of
control, can we really afford fries
with that?
Laken Smith
Senior media arts
and design major
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Monday, December 3 and 10th
6-8 pm
Facebook.com/shopvalleymall

Classifieds
Dance academy now
interviewing for parttime dance instructors for
fall 2012-spring 2014. Must
have car and be willing to
stay through May 2014. Numerous dance forms taught.
Experience preferred. Call
540-810-3631.
Caregivers needed to
supervise groups of little
dancers during their concert
rehearsal week in Wilson
Hall Auditorium, May 20-24.
Must be able to work all dates
and times, 2-3 hours per day
between the hours of 3:458:45 pm Mon-Thurs of week
specified and 6-10 pm Sat.
May 25, 2-6 pm Sun, May
26. References required. Call
540-810-3631.

Great location, large
1 BR apartments, W/D,
DW, AC, no pets, available
now and January 1, $565
(540)-433-1569, http://
www.dogwoodcommons.
com/2494DWC.html

Hunters Ridge Condo
DEAL-1 bedroom/1 study
room/1 bathroom, furnished,
share living room/kitchen.
$375/month 540-421-4715,
540-740-3964, cannon@
shentel.net”
Professional grade
apartment. Large fully furnished, modern, 1 bedroom,
cable TV, internet, washer/
dryer, $700 plus electric. No
students. Available January 1,
2013. 1-540-432-1989.
Two student friendly
houses for rent for 20132014 academic year. Close to
campus. One year lease. Call
810-3631 for details.

Don’t forget you can sell
textbooks in the classifieds
free, just go to http://www.
breezejmu.org/classifieds/
Vote for best of the
burg and you can win a
$25 Martin’s gift card. At
breezejmu.org/bestof
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